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Modernity versus postmodernity in China.  The debate
between “Asian values” and “universal values”
Seán Golden
In the Chinese society, a debate is developing on “Western values”, also called “universal
values”, versus “Asian values”, which are presented as an alternative to the former.  To
demand a Chinese “postmodernity” which will foster the development of the country,
there is a rejection of “Western modernity”, the values of which served to justify imperialism
and now appear to justify an economic neo-imperialism.  Before going into the analysis
of these concepts, the author outlines their historical and ideological framework.
The Sixteenth Congress of the Chinese Communist
Party and the Beijing Olympic Games
Jonathan Story y Rafael Bueno
With the introduction of the economic reforms initiated by Deng Xiaoping at the
end of the 1970s, and with its entry into the World Trade Organisation in 2002, China
is on the path to a market economy.  The international, or in other words Western, norms
regarding good government have already been introduced into the very heart of the Chinese
system.  The only element lacking in this rapid evolution of the Chinese economy and
society is the introduction of political reforms, which are the most dangerous ones due
to the challenge they represent for the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) itself.  In power
for the last five decades, the CCP has begun a significant transformation, despite attempting
to give the impression that it remains verbally anchored to old doctrines.  These changes
could mean a political suicide, since the 2008 Olympic Games in Beijing could be preceded
by a great liberation of the Chinese institutions.  It remains to be seen whether or not the
Party will be able to control all of the consequences.
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Employment in the post-WTO context in China:
Economic and social outlook
Leila Fernández-Stembridge
Since 2002, as a political regeneration occurs and businesspeople are recognised as
guarantors of social stability due to their contribution to the reduction of unemployment,
China is already showing the first signs of having initiated its journey in complying with
the economic commitments entailed under the umbrella of the WTO.  In this way, an
ideal analytical framework is created for understanding one of the principal components
of China today: its labour system. This article assesses how China can carry out an advantageous
opening of its economy without adversely affecting the structural adjustment of its current
labour distribution.  It demonstrates that China’s entry into the WTO appears to be more
of a continuity than a historic division in the reform process.  For this, it relates the area
of labour with foreign dependence, macroeconomic development and the social fabric.
The objective is to see if, indeed, the short- and long-term challenges can maintain the
principal comparative advantage of China (the work factor) in a favourable position.
Chinese foreign policy in the age of globalisation
Fernando Delage
The ever greater Chinese economic power is transforming the international profile of
the People’s Republic of China and its perception of the world.  Although the change is
gradual, there are signs of a new Chinese way both of interpreting international relations
and of assuming a greater degree of diplomatic activism in the case of its policy toward other
Asian countries. Taking this premise as his starting point, the author analyzes China’s relations
with the great world powers, especially the United States, and the countries in its vicinity.
China and regional conflictivity: a panoramic look
Augusto Soto
From the Chinese-American détente of the 1980s until present-day China, we
should examine and compare the challenges of a de-ideologised environment in a new
framework of confrontation with the United States. An attentive look at the map will
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verify that several of China’s neighbouring countries have drawn closer to Washington
in the context of its new doctrine of security, and they have even accepted American
troops, advisers and economic aid.  In relation to its neighbours, Beijing finds itself in
a strategic position in which its northwestern flank is more favourable than its eastern
one.  On the other hand, Beijing has displayed a promising relationship with regional
organisations, like the Regional Forum of ASEAN and the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization.  Nevertheless, it has little real maneuverability today in managing the
Taiwan and North Korean conflicts. 
European Union-Chinese Relations 
Víctor Pou Serradell
The present paper situates the relations between the European Union (EU) and
China in a double framework: the general framework of UE-Asian relations, on the
one hand, and the ASEM (Asia-Europe Meeting) process initiated in 1996, on the
other hand. Likewise, it examines EU-Chinese relations in a specific way –including
the relations of the most relevant member states of the EU with China–, the latest
events that have occurred in EU-Chinese relations in the new international scenario
following the 2001 terrorist attacks in the United States, and the future perspectives
for EU-Chinese relations.  
The relations between China and the European Union
heading into the new century
Guan Chengyuan
After giving a brief historical review of the political and economic relations between
the People’s Republic of China and the European Union, the author focuses on the present
state of these relations and on their future prospects.  In this sense, the author highlights
the good state of bilateral contacts and common ground between both geographical areas,
mainly in their view of the current international context, post-September 11 and with
China’s entry into the World Trade Organisation.
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Commercial relations: Spain in the China of reform
Enrique Fanjul
Since the 1980s, the period of reform in China, the commercial relations between
Spain and China have been marked by a progressive increase, accentuated at the end of
that decade and the beginning of the 1990s. But, this rapprochement has not been sufficient
for ensuring a significant Spanish presence in a market like China’s, of an extraordinary
magnitude and potential. Spain’s commercial presence continues to be very limited. After
analyzing this evidence, the author makes several proposals for changing the situation,
among which are: increasing public support to Spanish businesses for exportation to and
investment in the area; strengthening the mechanisms of knowledge about the functioning
of and the changes in the Chinese market, in the midst of a process of adaptation and
expansion; and keeping in mind Chinese tourism to foreign lands, which, according to
predictions, will become one of the most significant types of tourism in the world.
Chinese immigration in Spain. 
Definitions and actions regarding social integration
Gladys Nieto
Currently, the social integration of immigrants constitutes an imperative of the Spanish
state as well as a demand of its civil society and of immigrant organisations.  While local
institutions declare that the Chinese population does not show a particular interest in
integrating into this society, in the last few years the Chinese voluntary associations have
developed a series of strategies that have brought them closer to the public administrations,
producing, in turn, particular discursive elaborations on the social integration of their
group. In this article, the author analyzes the way in which the institutions and their
agents –coming both from the Chinese group and the receiving society— conceive of
and/or apply in their practices certain actions linked to “social integration”. For this, she
limits her observation to the Chinese voluntary associations, and exemplifies the conflicts
and paradoxes of the processes of social integration when immigrant organisations find
themselves exposed to unequal requirements on the part of the country of origin and the
destination country.
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